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SATURDAY 7 DECEMBER AT 11:00 AM IN UDINE

IN THE “TINA MODOTTI” GALLERY (ex Fish Market)

THE EXHIBITION “SGUARDI SUL TESSILE | GINA MORANDINI” OPENS 

IT CAN BE VISITED UNTIL 5 JANUARY EVERY WEEKEND

The “Sguardi sul Tessile” exhibition, after inaugurating four events between Maniago in the Galleria di Arte 
Tessile Contemporanea and Pordenone in the spaces of the Savio Macchine Tessili company, stops in Udine
with the key exhibition event dedicated to the renowned fiber artist Gina Morandini.
Gina Morandini (1931, San Giorgio di Nogaro UD - 2021, Campoformido UD) was a woman who left her 
mark on Udine - the city that adopted her since childhood - artisan, innovative and dynamic teacher, 
tenacious and tireless project manager, passionate researcher and, focus of this event, contemporary artist 
of the highest caliber, a well-known reference in the world of International Textiles and in many cultural 
environments of the Friuli Venezia Giulia Region. Graduated from the “Bianchini Female Technical Institute” 
of Udine, in the early 1950s, she opened a hand-weaving workshop in Udine, where she designed and 
produced fabrics for furniture and clothing with an innovative design, collaborating with local architects and 
artists. In 1960 she held the chair as founder and teacher of the “ Sezione Arte del Tessuto, Tappeto e 
Arazzo” (Fabric, Carpet and Tapestry Art Section) of the School of Art, now the “Giovanni Sello” Art High 
School of Udine. Since the 1980s she has been passionate about Fiber Art, experimenting with materials, 
techniques and new expressive languages. In the 1990s she became an active member of the DARS 
(Donna Arte Ricerca e Sperimentazione) committee in Udine where, among many initiatives, she conceived 
the Artist's Book Review “Come un Racconto” with Marina Giovannelli. In the same period she encountered 
poetry which she translated with the textile medium, engaging with the women writers of the “Anna 
Achmatova” group. She was responsible for founding the Le Arti Tessili Association in 1987 and for 
establishing the Valcellina Award International Contemporary Textile/Fiber Art Competition dedicated to 
young artists under 35, whose 12th edition will be produced in the two-year period 2025/2026. A competition 
strongly desired by Morandini to encourage the work of emerging talents, an international reference stage 
that tells a long story of plots and solid collaborations with Schools and Academies among the most 
prestigious in Italy and Europe, in an innovative language.
Annamaria Poggioli states <<The project “Sguardi sul Tessile” aims to disseminate the work of the founder of
the association that I have had the pleasure of presiding over since 2011, with events dedicated to research, 
dissemination, promotion and diffusion of humanistic culture, declined on Textile Culture, of which Gina 
Morandini was a great animator. We thank the Municipality of Udine that understood the value of our 
proposal and wanted to support us in welcoming the exhibition and therefore valorize the work of a unique 
woman who has given so much to the city and to the Friuli Venezia Giulia Region. We also remember our 
partners with whom we are carrying out the project, in particular the DARS whose biennial international 
exhibition “Come un racconto” conceived by Gina Morandini always takes place in this period in the Galleries



of Palazzo Morpurgo and in Sala Valle>>.
On display, it will be possible to admire 26 works by the artist created between 1991 and 2016 that offer an 
overview of the themes she addresses such as memory, the body, the female universe, knots.
Starting from the Trittico Rosso, Bianco, Blu – Memoria 1791/1991 (Triptych Red, White, Blue – Memory 
1791/1991) inspired by research related to the popular textile world represented by the books of ancient 
weavers - known as books of tacamenti -, we move on to works from the cycle Grafia in codice where the 
artist takes numbers and acronyms from the DNA code and the "textile medium" becomes the "alphabet" of a
language that merges with the mathematical discourse also specific to weaving. To represent the large 
production of works created with interweaving of harmonic steel strips, the Onda di luce (Powerful wave of 
light) that vibrates, moves and shimmers when struck by a light source. Also present are a group of artist's 
books made on lead sheets that find inspiration in poetic texts, the cycle Ho un corpo sono un corpo (I 
have a body I am a body), the futuristic Merletti di Urania and the impactful Uovo universale.

The inauguration will be held on Saturday 7 December at 11:00, the exhibition with free admission will 
remain open from Saturday 7 January, every weekend until 5 January 2025 from 10:00 to 12:00 – 15:00 to 
18: 00. It will be possible to book guided tours by writing to segreteria@leartitessili.it

The event "Sguardi sul Tessile" is made possible thanks to the support of the Friuli Venezia Giulia Region; it 
enjoys the partnership of the European Textile Network, the Coordinamento Tessitori aps, the Associazione 
Noi...dell'Arte aps, the CIRT Centro Internazionale di Ricerca Tessile aps, the Comitato DARS Donna Arte 
Ricerca e Sperimentazione and Casa delle Donne  and intersects with the Project "Fili e filande: un intreccio 
di Storia e storie al femminile" conceived and coordinated by the Municipality of Maniago.
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